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The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly. ~John 10:10 

What do you think: Work 
of art? Or piece of work? 

I once heard a story 
about a young 
Renaissance artist 
who invited 
Michelangelo to come 
to his studio to 
critique his newly 
created sculpture of 
an angel.   
 
Michelangelo, though 
he was busy enough 
creating masterpieces 
of his own, accepted 
the invitation.  Just 
after his arrival, Michelangelo 
carefully and quietly examined this 
young artist’s sculpture from every 
angle.  After this thorough artistic 
examination, Michelangelo broke the 
silence and said, “Well, it only lacks 
one thing."  Then he turned around 
and walked away, not only leaving 
the room but the studio as well.   This 

perplexed the young artist.  He 
wondered why Michelangelo didn’t 
tell him exactly what it was that his 
creation lacked.  At this point this 
young artist was too embarrassed to 
follow Michelangelo in search for 
answers so he sent a friend to 
Michelangelo’s  studio to find out        
                                     (cont’d on page 2)              

Reminder 
the 
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Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel. 
Isaiah 7:14 

(cont’d from page 1)   
what was lacking in his work.  Once the friend was given 
an audience with the master artist he asked Michelangelo 
what the sculpture lacked.  The great artist replied, "It 
lacks only life.” 
 
Unfortunately, the same can be said of many people in 
our world today—they are beautifully unique, 
handcrafted masterpieces that “lack only life.”  There are 
many today who are perceived by some to be full of life 
because their lives are full of things and their schedules 
are full of activities but, in reality, they are empty 
inside.  There are many people who busy themselves with 

the trivial and saturate themselves in the superficial 
because they have been trained to think that worldly 
events and material possessions are the source of 
meaning, eudaimonia and life.   Unfortunately, they fail 
to understand that what this world offers only fosters 
hollow hearts and concrete cores.  Either way, whether 
the heart is hollow or hard, the heart is essentially the 
same…it is lifeless; and instead of being a work of art, 
these people are a piece of work; but it doesn’t have to 
be like this.  God wants more for us! 
 
The heart can become what it has been created to be—
the wellspring of life; but only when it is being filled by 

Work of art? Or piece of work?  

the One who is the Source of living water.  And the 
human being, a marvelously designed work of art made 
from mortal clay and given life by the breath of God can 
become alive even despite the reality that we have been 
tainted by sin; but this can only occur when our life is 
once again placed in the divine hands of the One who is 
the Way and the Truth and the Life! 
 
Jesus took on flesh and blood and was born in a manger 
so that humanity could experience abundant life!  This 
is the message the Church must take to a dying and 
lifeless world, especially this time of the year.  This is 
also the message we must model.  As Christians, we are 
alive in Christ!  We are no longer dead men and women 
walking.  And, as people full of life, we must be 
advocates of life wherever we go, combating death and 
disease wherever we can, breathing peace into 

atmospheres of anxiety, and handing out hope in places 
of despair.  As people who rely on the life of the Vine, 
we are empowered to look around us for those who 
“lack only life” and share the message and love of Christ 
with them so that they can experience the life that we 
know. 
 
In Christ, we are more alive than ever!  And our life’s 
mission is to share the message and love of Christ with 
others!  So, let’s get on with it.  Let’s go tell it on the 
mountain that Jesus Christ is born, that he died to save 
us from our sins and that he was raised from the dead 
so we could live, really live, in the power of the 
Resurrection!  
 
 Pastor Jason 



 



This year we are, once again, thrilled to reach out in love 

and concern to our neighbors by adopting a few families 

for Christmas.  Please visit the Adopt-A-Family Christmas 

Tree in the Gathering Hall of the Faith Center, select a tag, 

shop for the person per the instructions on the tag, and 

experience the joy that comes through giving!   

Please bring the gift back to the church wrapped, with tag 

attached, and place around the Adopt-A-Family 

Christmas Tree by December 15th. 

Rose Hill Nativity Museum 

Please extend a warm Rose Hill 

welcome to the Heki family, who 

joined the church on November 

17.    

Welcome Daniel and Aubrey, and 

their children, Chris 5th grade, 

Riley, 2nd grade, and Logan, 3 

years old.   

Welcome Heki family! 

You are invited to help us create a Nativity Museum for the even-

ing of Carols, Candles, & Cookies.  At 5 pm we will enjoy our choir’s 

annual Christmas Cantata in the Faith Center, and then joyfully 

stroll over to the Fellowship Hall to walk around the Nativity Mu-

seum while enjoying some Christmas treats. 

Please bring your favorite Christmas cookies to share.  And, if 

you’d like to display your favorite Nativity scene, please bring it to 

the Fellowship Hall sometime before 2 pm on December 8. 

It will be a special and joyous evening of fellowship! 

Advent sermon series peers into manger 

As we begin the special season of Advent, we’re going to step into Christmas and begin a new sermon 

series called, His Name Is Jesus. Over the next four Sundays, we’re going to open up the Bible, which is 

one of God’s amazing gifts to humanity, and unpack the Christmas Story.  We’re going to  peer into 

the manger and take a good look at the baby lying within it.   

Of course, we know who this baby is already, don’t we? His name is Jesus! However, Jesus is called by 

other names and titles by both the Old and New Testaments; and each of these names and titles car-

ries with it an extremely high level of significance.   

So, this Advent season let’s come together for worship and explore who this baby is who Mary 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. 



Children Ministry 

Pre-K through 5th grade children will be singing 

in the 11:00 am Worship services during Ad-

vent, beginning December 1.  All children are 

invited to practice the songs during Children’s 

Church each Sunday.  Music CD’s will be provid-

ed so parents or other family members can help 

the children learn the songs.    

Youth Ministry 

Save the Date! 

Big House 

June 10—  June 14 

Cost $70.00  

Registration closes 

April 15th 

Completed 5th grade through 12th grade 

Contact: Jennifer Nielsen  

jcnielsen@att.net 

Ignite Retreat 2020 

Feb 21 –23 

Cost $70.00  

7th –12th Grade 

Contact: Shane Hrobar 

shanehrobar@hotmail.com 

Registration closes January 15th 

Wed Nights 

6:30—8:00 pm 

In the HUB 

Join Pastor Jason 

for special outings 

and speakers on: 

Dec. 4 

Dec. 11 

Dec. 18 



1 — Arlie & Nancy Beckendorf 
14—Bob & Janice Burns 
21—Gil & Julia McCain 
23—Joe & Lynn Dobbels 
30—Pete & Vicki Talbot 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday Worship:  8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 am 

Sunday School:  9:45 am 

www.rosehillumc.org 

281-351-5356  

281-290-8429 FAX 

Email: office@rosehillumc.org 

SUNDAY, DEC 8 

Silent Night Service                                                      5:00 pm 

THURSDAY, DEC 12 

UMW Christmas Party—All women invited        7:00 pm 

SUNDAY, DEC 15 

Candles, Carols, Cookies & Nativity Museum      5:00 pm 

THURSDAY, DEC 19 

Church Board Meeting                                                6:30 pm 

TUESDAY, DEC 24 

Christmas Eve Services                                               5, 7 & 9 pm 

 TUESDAY—THURSDAY, DEC 24-26 

Church Office Closed 

TUESDAY-THURSDAY, DEC 31-JAN 2 

Church Office Closed  

at a Glance 

 1— Meghan Anguish 
 2— Billie Jo King 
 6— Pas Quinones 
 8— Nancy Beckendorf, JoAnn Engelking, Christy Kern 
 9— Ethan Breeden, Anthony Lucas 
12—DeAnn Beckendorf 
13—Richard McReavy 
14—Kimberly Franek 
16—Melanie Gayle 
18—Ann Widmann 
19—Aubrey Heki 
20—Andrew Hamel, Allison Trimm 
23—Kon Swee Chen 
24—Bob Burns 
26—Ruth Renfro 
29—Savanah Franek 
30—Nancy Davis 

http://www.rosehillumc.org
mailto:office@rosehillumc.org

